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audience.    I would not have ye be guilty of the former,
which is the extreme of discourtesy, any more than I would
have the latter, which is the acme of humiliation, thrust on
me a second time by the friend to whom I spoke."

I watched the guide, who could not contain his spleen.
" Thou sententious ass ! " he shrieked, making as if to take
off his sandal wherewith to belabour the seal-maker. Once
more he was met by a meek and smiling countenance.
" Verily," quoth Sadik, " if one show leniency to the mean,
the low, or the servant, one must expect to be imposed on.
I do but light a lamp in broad daylight, or sow seed in the
desert sand, which is as wasteful as eating when one's stom-
ach is laden, or as showing consideration to one who is not
deserving of it. Three things tend towards madness : the
first is to walk with the blind, the second is to talk to the
deaf, and the third is to sleep alone."

By this time the sun had risen high in the heavens, and
the mat awnings suspended on poles were already drawn
down in order to keep out the fierce rays of sunlight, so on
we went till we came to the tin-makers' bazaar. There
we heard a cry of " Yd Allah! yd Allah ! " and, on looking
round, beheld a funeral procession. The corpses, four vic-
tims of the epidemic, were being borne from the Harem
to the graveyard on rough serirs, or wooden biers peculiar
to Mecca. When the procession had passed by, I entered
one of the shops and bought a couple of tin bottles, each
of which would hold about two pints of Zem-Zem water.
It is not customary to bargain over the purchasing of these
articles since they are meant to contain the water of the
sacred spring.

Across the way, in a shop full of musty manuscripts of
questionable antiquity, I chanced on a veritable treasure.
This was an exquisite copy of the Kurdn in the old Kufi
writing. It was plain that the bookseller had no conception